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[Reverting to the criticism of Ba bar Mamel’s position:] But the two 
cases really are not parallel. The sea is an intermediate domain, 
karmelit, which is neither private nor public domain. 


But here [one cannot invoke the principle of an imaginary extension of 
the wall], for the Torah has said, “You shall dwell in booths” (Lev. 
23:42). From the very ground of the sukkah you measure twenty cubits. 
[The principle of the imaginary extension of the walls is precluded. ] 


If a sukkah was lower than ten handbreadths, and one hung up in it 
garlands [of produce, as decorations] which are suitable to serve as 
sukkah roofing, the garlands diminish the height of the sukkah to less 
than what is required [ten handbreadths], so that the sukkah is invalid. 


But if not [that is, if the garlands are not suitable to sene as sukkah- 
roof’ng], while they diminish the height of the sukkah, they do not 
invalidate it. 


If a sukkah was taller than twenty handbreadths, and one hung up in it 
garlands [as decorations] which are suitable to sene as sukkah roofing, 
the garlands diminish the height of the sukkah to less than its excessive 
height, so that the sukkah is valid. 


But if not, while they diminish the height of the sukkah, they do not 
validate it. [In the case of C, the garlands suitable to serve as sukkah 
roofing are deemed to do so, with the result that, hanging down as they 
do, they diminish the height of the ceiling to what is within the 
required limits. ] 


Said R. Shimi, “As they have stated a rule for what is placed on top [as 
decoration], so they stated a rule as to what is placed on the floor. 


“Straw and stubble [placed on the floor of the sukkah] do not serve to 
diminish its height; dirt and pebbles do serve to diminish the height. 
[The former rot and would not be used in a normal dwelling.]” 


Said R. Yosé b. R. Bun, “If grass grew up in the sukkah, it does not 
serve to diminish the distance between the roof and the ground.” 


How [on the basis of Scripture] do we know that air space ten 
handbreadths above the ground constitutes a different domain [from 
the ground]? 


R. Abbahu in the name of R. Simeon b. Laqish: “*There I will meet 
with you, and from above the mercy seat, from between the two 
cherubim that are upon the ark of the testimony, I will speak with you 


